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A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY

James Weatherby appointed Secretary to The Jockey Club,
Keeper of the Match Book and Stakeholder

SECOND HALF OF 18TH CENTURY RACING BEGAN TO BE ORGANISED AND REGULATED

1770

1791
James Weatherby published the first volume of

The General Stud Book to rid racing of the
“evil of false and inaccurate pedigrees”.

THE ROLE OF WEATHERBYS



OWN  & RUN FOUNDING STUD BOOK
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GENERAL STUD BOOK
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• Online registration service

• Available in both GB & IRE

• For the registration of:

- Foals

- Broodmares

- Stallions

- Change of Ownerships

GSB ONLINE
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30 DAY
FOAL NOTIFICATION

• Weatherbys to be notified of birth and 
location of a foal within 30 days of birth using 
the GSBO platform

• First step in being able to trace a 
Thoroughbred throughout its life

• Introduced by the ‘Thoroughbred Industry 
Meeting’ who aim to improve welfare and 
traceability of Thoroughbreds in GB
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• Converting current paper document to a digital 
format

• Can be accessed using a smart card or the 
microchip

• Holds all essential information relating to the 
horse including:

- Horse description

- Ownership

- Medication and Vaccinations

- Movements

E-PASSPORT
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NAME REGISTRATIONS

Weatherbys register approximately
13,000 names per year

At any one time 250,000
Names are unavailable

Naming authority for horses
folded in GB and Ireland

RACING SERVICES



NAME REGISTRATIONS

BY GORSE

EX NAVAL DISPATCH

YELLOW SHRUBMARINE

WELL CHOSEN NAMES
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NAME REGISTRATIONS

BY MAJECTIC MISSILE

EX CARPET LOVER

GRAZED KNEES

WELL CHOSEN NAMES
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REGISTRATION AS AN OWNER

RACING SERVICES

Anyone wishing to have a horse in

Training in GB must be registered on 

the BHA’s database

Online registration, through

BHA website

Credit and identity checks are

conducted on all applicants

Efficient - potentially registered

within 24 hours

Minimum age is 16 but those under

the age of 18 must have a financial 

guarantor



OWNERSHIP REGISTRATIONS
THE FIVE OWNERSHIP TYPES

For people wishing to own a horse outright.

SOLE OWNER1

For people who wish to own a horse under the name of a company 

or business.

COMPANY2

•  For two or more people

• All members must be registered owners

• Ability to define the % owned by each member

PARTNERSHIP3

• For larger groups of people

• Managed by the syndicator(s)

• Only the syndicator(s) must be registered owners

• Syndicate members must be listed

SYNDICATE4

• For those who want to pay a subscription to experience ownership

• The club, rather than the members, own the horse.

• Managed by the club manager(s)

• Only the club manager(s) must be registered owners

• Club members do not need to be listed

RACING CLUB5
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RACING SERVICES

AUTHORITY TO ACT

Sign and complete registration forms

Terminate registrations such 
as Partnerships or Syndicates

Where an owner appoints a trainer to act on their behalf, allowing them to:

Make entries, declarations, to run
jockey bookings

Owners can have multiple agents



COLOURS REGISTRATION
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RACING SERVICES

18 Colours 25 Jacket Designs12 Sleeve Designs 10 Cap Designs

COLOURS REGISTRATION



BESPOKE COLOURS
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SPONSORSHIP & VAT

Sponsorship gives an owner a guaranteed income.

It allows them to claim VAT on:

RACING SERVICES

Training fees Transport costs

Jockeys fees Purchase of horse

Veterinary fees



STABLE STAFF

Approximately 7,000
Stable Employees

We wouldn’t have racing without Stable Staff

Distribute Stable Percentage Money 
(Prize Money)

RACING SERVICES

Stable Employee Register

Provide support and advice to
trainers and stable employees

Administration for the NTF
(RIBAS)



STABLE EMPLOYEES
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DATA
1958, FREDERICO TESIO, BREEDER OF NEARCO AND RIBOT SAID:

These two books, The Racing Calendar and the Stud Book form the most imposing 
and dependable source of information the world has ever known. 

The former makes it possible to check the performance record of each horse; the 
latter provides a sure means of tracing complete ancestry over more than 150 years.

“
”
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EDITORIAL & THE RACING CALENDAR

• Programme Book
• Racing Calendar
• European Pattern Book
• Pattern & Listed Books

• Race Name Changes
• Fixture List
• Race Searches
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RACING DIVISION• Take all GB Race Entries 

• Take all GB Race Decs

• Take all GB Headgear notifications

• Take Wind Operation notifications

• Apply weights for all runners

• Take all GB Jockey Bookings

• Take all GB Going Reports/Abandons etc

• Divide races, eliminate, balloting out
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• 215,000 Entries (95% online)

• 110,000 Declarations (85% online)

• 205,000 Jockey bookings (90.5% online)

• 8,337 External NRAS Users



JOCKEY BOOKINGS

No more than 9
meetings in on week

Grand National - must have
ridden 15 winners

1PM Deadline
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NON-RUNNERS

RACING OPERATIONS

Vet Cert - can’t run for
next 2 days

Made on Racing
Administration site

Self Cert - can’t run for
next 6 days


