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Understanding behaviour is critical with respect to understanding a species ecology and therefore being
able to develop conservation strategies to protect them. However, the behaviour of many tropical
species remain very poorly know — even for birds, which are an otherwise relatively well-studied group.

Malagasy dry forest ecosystems remain particularly poorly studied with respect to the behavioural
ecology of the species that live within them. Despite supporting diverse bird communities with high
rates of endemism, virtually no avian behavioural research have been published from these dry forest
ecosystems to date. This project gives students the opportunity to a undertake a highly novel research
project examining the behavioural ecology of birds in the Mahamavo forests.

Students taking this option have various options with respect to developing a behavioural ecology
project. Projects could potentially focus on play-back experiments, examining the territoriality of key
species (e.g. Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone mutata ), and how they defend these territories
from other bird species. There are also options to study the phenomenon of mixed-species flocks on
insectivorous birds in Mahamavo, establishing how common these are and what factors influence their
creation. Either of these options would shed new light on the complex, yet poorly-known, behavioural
dynamics of Malagasy dry forest bird communities.

Projects are likely to employ a mix of standardized point count data and targeted behavioural surveys of
focal species. There is also the option of using mist-netting data from our long-standing bird ringing project
if appropriate.

Overall, students taking this dissertation option will be able to generate highly novel datasets
investigate key research questions relating to the behavioural ecology of select focal species within the
Mahamavo'’s highly-endemic yet poorly-studied avifaunal communities.
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