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The Personal Statement (PS) is still a maximum of 4,000 characters – with a minimum of 350 characters per question.
The PURPOSE of the PS remains the same

What are the Admissions Tutors actually looking for?
· academic potential
· independent, organised learners with initiative and a drive for learning
· long term commitment for course and university

QUESTION 1
Motivations for studying the course
· what moment/ experience has ignited your passion?
· depth of interest – refer to relevant activities / experiences that reflect intellectual curiosity
· future goals – why the course is a good fit
Top tip – avoid discussing motivation in GENERAL TERMS – need to be as specific / direct / concise as you can
Motivations – why do you love this subject? Knowledge of subject area? Your future plans? 

QUESTION 2 - Extension of question 1 – academic achievements / super-curriculars- 
· specific topics / modules / projects – have any of these shaped your thinking? 
· references to relevant wider research 
· how have these and others deepened your understanding – how do they relate to the course curriculum? 
Don’t waste space by listing qualifications – already on UCAS form – REFLECT on the IMPACT your studies / super-curriculars have had on you – refer to the course curriculum, if applicable

QUESTION 3 - Work experience / volunteering / hobbies / personal responsibilities
· why? helpful? / outside of education – key words
· quantity is not important 
· do your 15 hobbies or however many demonstrate that you are an independent learner? Probably not so make them RELEVANT
· HOW and WHY does work experience matter for your chosen subject?
· Link to university life too, if applicable

Overall – you may need to cut things out – QUALITY most important!
· show you spark for the subject/s
· extend on your fascination
· present experiences beyond school – outside of education, again, as above – as further evidence of your curiosity and potential 

Writing style and structure

· show critical thinking / academic reflection
what do you find especially interesting about what you have learnt?
· all 3 questions are read together – need to make the logical progression and cohesion between your answers
· every sentence should serve a purpose – keep editing – no repetition
· be yourself!
· Avoid lists / personal stories / using cliches / lying / exaggerating 
· check grammar

Next steps
· research your chosen course
· reflect on your studies – what you have done – super-curricular and extra-curricular
· mind map all those you have done including work experience you have gained – identify connections with chosen field

During the summer – 
· undertake relevant work experience /volunteering – if necessary
· undertake wider reading, research and personal projects – portfolios / journals / STEM projects and so on
· university / course research – insight days / campus visits
· start drafting!

UCAS – 
· 29th April – will show courses for 2026
· applications for undergraduate course applications open on the 13th May 
· cannot apply until the 2nd September
· 15th October – still the deadline for Oxbridge

Q AND A

Q - Which question is most important to the Admissions Tutors? 
A - Don’t worry about weighting / the word count for each question / zoom out and think about the real purpose of the PS / the overacting theme should be WHY your history and background INFORMS your interest in the course – link back to your suitability for the course / extra-curriculars should be the least word count 
A - The whole PS is read as one – check the university’s guidance on PS / Cambridge have no preference for each section / LSE – 80% of character count in questions 1 and 2 should be more academic focussed – if a vocational course, this will vary across the universities – for those, question 3 is really important 

Q - Will the universities compare previous PS to the new one?
A - No! Nothing changes in what makes a good student! / With the previous PS, in its open-endedness, it wasn’t the best way to get the information universities needed – this new system allows for it to have become more streamlined

Q – What’s the most important thing for universities when assessing applications?
A – Nothing changes in terms of weighting - additional submitted work can be important / interview if appropriate but they look at the holistic picture / check out the UCAS website – www.ucas.com for guidance on the PS

Q – What are the common mistakes with the new structure?
A – Mistakes are probably still re – leaving out a lot of their reading / listing loads of stuff! 
Think about this scenario - if I was sat opposite someone, would I feel comfortable talking about this, what I’ve written?? Go by that – use that as a standard you hold yourself to. All 3 questions are about telling a story / painting a portrait
A – Writing too much about career plans – unless it is a vocational course you are applying for, though still need proof of motivation – focus on the course essentially
It could be tempting to talk about what you are doing in school studies but they know what A levels you are doing anyway – probably know modules too – talk about super-curriculars in question 2 – more useful

Q - What is the advice for an impactful PS if applying for different courses?
A - This depends on how different the courses are! If 2 types of science courses, focus on the common threads between them / make sure it is adaptable but not glib – what have they in common? Make a list? Vocabulary? What are the words? – eg Law / History – interpretation of language / use of primary texts
A - Sometimes applicants can send another PS – depends on the university – contact them

Q - Writing styles?
A – Needs to be an engaging narrative – concise style Can do both! Words are your resource here – need to show impact but tell a story too – eg “the first book I loved was Jane Eyre” – this is interesting! Avoid dryness in listing things – did you agree with that book you read? Etc

Conclusion – this is one of the most testing periods in a teenager’s life! Although it is important, try not to think of it as the “bee all and end all” – see it as a great way to communicate and you will be all right! And READ! 

AMANDA WATSON
CAREERS ADVISER
APRIL 2025
image1.jpeg




