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The law application process (not including Oxbridge) – Part 1
· Choose course
· Choose university
· Book LNAT from the 1st of August
· Sit LNAT by relevant university deadlines – for 2026 entry, the UCAS application deadline is the 14th January 2026  
· Decision

Cambridge and Oxford application process
· Choose course
· Choose college or make open application
· Book LNAT from the 1st of August
· Sit LNAT in September / early October
· UCAS deadline is usually the 15th of October
· My Cambridge application – 1 week after application deadline
· Submit written work – where applicable
· Interview – usually December
· Decision – January

Choose your course
· Law or combine law with another subject such as a language
· Check provision of work experience
· Check topics covered and teaching methods
· Check duration of course and methods of assessment

Choose your university
· Law course
· Location
· Facilities – accommodation / libraries
· Financial support

Collegiate universities (Oxbridge)
· Role of college 
· admits students 
· academic / pastoral care
· accommodation
· small group teaching

· Role of university
· determines course content
· organises lectures and seminars, practicals and projects 
· sets and marks exams and awards degrees

· Students apply to one college or submit an open application where you are automatically allocated to one – college choice does not affect assessment of an application positively or negatively

The law application process – Part 2

What are we looking for?
· Academic ability
· Subject requirements
· Subject interest – motivation an enthusiasm for law
· Vocational commitment (where appropriate)
· Good fit between applicant and course
What information do we use to assess applicants?
· Contextual data (if appropriate)
· UCAS Personal Statement
· My Cambridge application
· LNAT
· Academic record including GCSEs
· School / College reference
· Written work (where appropriate – more for Oxbridge – essays usually taken from A level work, not asked for a new essay)
· Interview 

NB No part of an application is considered in isolation
LNAT
· 2 hours 15 mins – in 2 sections
· Section 1/ A – 42 multiple choice questions / 12 argumentative passages over 95 
mins
Section 2 / B – essay – 40 mins – have choice of 3 but only write 1 
· Costs £75 – at UK test centre – (there are 150 in UK – includes Pearson Professional Centres at Acorn Business Park, Moss Road (Grimsby), on Doncaster Road (Scunthorpe), on Bond Street (Hull) and Silver Street (Lincoln)
· Exam access requirements
· Oxbridge – 
· Sit September-early October 
· Other universities –
· Precise deadlines for each university on the LNAT website – www.lnat.ac.uk 

UK universities requiring the LNAT
BRISTOL
CAMBRIDGE
DURHAM
GLASGOW
UCL
OXFORD
LSE
KING’S COLLEGE LONDON
SOAS, LONDON
Super-curricular exploration
· any activity which explores law and legal ideas
Via –
· books / podcasts / blogs / online courses / mock lectures / seminars ran by universities / work experience / attending local Crown Court cases / staying on top of the news
Think critically – what interests / surprises you – how can you follow up those interests? 

Personal Statement  
· shows evidence of honesty and integrity  
· covers interests in the course / relevant subjects / skills they have learnt
· more is NOT better!
· extra-curricular activities not relevant unless they show evidence of time management / organisation / communication, for example -  do not focus on them too much as hard to keep relevant – up to student – listing them all is not the point!

Interview  
Oxbridge – December
Structure – Oxbridge –
· 1/2/3 interviews
· 20-45 mins each
· Conducted by law academics predominantly - academic subject-focussed – no prior knowledge of law is required
· Looking for – interest / aptitude and motivation for law / clarity of thought and analytical ability / enthusiasm for complex and challenging ideas / intellectual flexibility (being open to new ideas / applying existing knowledge to new and unknown situations)

Your questions
LNAT – essay – 
· can be various topics – this year, it was about wearing uniform in schools – can be history /politics-based…
· start/middle/end structure
· make 2-3 points / conclusion – main ideas
· more about the method / communicating the ideas
Interviews -  
· encourage students to speak to you - talk them through essays – give them examples - develops talking skills / argument practice / debating and discussion skills
· look at previous interview questions
· debating society – good – use debates from those


AMANDA WATSON
CAREERS ADVISER
MAY 2025




image1.jpeg




