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Delivered by – Ahmar Ehsan – Funding Information Services Account Manager – The Midlands – Student Loans Company

NOTES
4th November 2024 – The Secretary of State for Education announced changes to undergraduate tuition fees and other student support arrangements for 2025/26 in England 
The changes apply to – 
· undergraduate tuition fees – to rise by 3.1.% (in line with inflation)
· loans for support with living costs – to increase by 3.1.%
· fee and fee loans for foundation years

All subject to parliamentary procedures
Maximum tuition fees for foundation years will be reduced from the start of the academic year 2025/26 – changes will reduce maximum tuition fees and loans for foundation years in classroom-based subjects (such as business and social sciences) to £5,760#
Maximum tuition fees and loans for foundation years in other subjects will remain at the fee cap – due to rise to £9,535 in the academic year 2025/26

Maintenance loans
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Increase of 3.1.% will provide as much as £414 extra per year to help students from the lowest income families (London figure)
University duration – minimum of 30 weeks and 3 days – 50 weeks

Extra support for those -
· with disabilities / long term health conditions / mental health conditions / specific learning difficulties
· who have children / adult dependants
· who are studying overseas as part of a UK-based course / clinical placements
· who are studying eligible nursing / midwifery / some AHP courses (Allied Health Professions) - £5,000 a year
Visit www.gov.uk/student-finance/extra-help for more information 

Scholarships and bursaries
MANY universities now offer these – will depend on academic results / household income / course choice
As soon as students receive a conditional or unconditional offer, they are strongly advised to contact the universities and find out what is on offer

Disabled Student Allowance (DSA)
· Not income assessed and does not have to be repaid
· Academic year 2025/26 – up to £27,783 in DSA support available to eligible students 
Visit www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsa for more information

Student Loans repayment
Don’t have to make repayments until income is over £25,000 a year – this is £2,083 a month or £480 a week – this is until April 2027. From April 2027, the threshold will be adjusted annually with inflation so will be £25,710.
If students study a full-time course, they will due to start repaying from the April after completion of the course or leaving / withdrawing from higher education  
If the income drops below this level, repayments will stop – any outstanding balance will be cancelled 40 years after entering repayment

Lifelong Learning Entitlement (LLE)
For current Year 11s – 2027 entry
Will transform the post-18 student finance system in England
To be launched in January 2027 – LLE will create a single funding system to help people pay for college or university courses
LLE will provide all new learners with a tuition fee loan entitlement to be equivalent or 4 years post 18 education funding to use up to 60 years of age – this entitlement would equate to £38,140 in today’s fees
LLE will allow for 
· flexible and modular learning of courses 
· delivery model will enable eligible learners to stop and start their training at a time that’s right for them
LLE support will be available for full courses from level 4-6 and those modules of high value technical courses 4-5

UK applications (student loans) – East Midlands – 
Academic year - 23/24 – 17,184
Academic year – 23/25 – 16,345

Q AND A
· 3-month gap between UCAS deadline and start of finance applications – this is being looked at – will still be from March  - 1st week-middle of month
· Deadline for applications – mid-late May – though this is a soft deadline – can apply post May – as long as within 9 months of starting the course – maintenance load is paid pro-rata

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE ON STUDENT FINANCE, THE SUPPORT AVAILABLE INCLUDING HOW TO APPLY, VISIT WWW.GOV.UK, CLICK “EDUCATION AND LEARNING”, THEN CLICK “STUDENT FINANCE”

AMANDA WATSON
CAREERS ADVISER
APRIL 2025
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