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PART 1

· What are “Contextual Admissions”? (CA) – made up of the below – 

Each university has an APP – Access and Participation Plan – they will

· cover ways to widen access for students 
· look at local context /against national targets – will be different at each institution 
· set objectives / targets - can change – can be new issues, barriers, priorities that come up / need to be flexible
· APPs are submitted every 4 years – current period is 2025-2029 – all published on the university websites – can be long though!

Equality of Opportunity Risks Register – EORR – look at - 

· lower application and offer rates
· financial pressures
· lack of sufficient quality, academic support
· lack of sufficient personal support and quality of information, advice and guidance

· Why do CA exist?

· to widen access to university – to encourage students that would not necessarily consider university as an option

· POLAR - Participation Of Local Areas

· how likely young people (18-19 years) are to participate in higher education in UK
· based on students’ postcodes
· 5 groups – Quintiles – Quintile 1 – lowest participation and Quintile 5 – highest participation
· this is being phased out nationally but still exist at the moment with many universities

· IMD – Index of Multiple Deprivation / SMD – Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation

· employability, education, health, crime, barriers to housing and services and living environment
· based on small standardised geographical areas – Rank 1 – highest deprivation – likely to have the most disadvantaged students

· Other terms – 

· UCAS MEM – Multiple quality measure
· FSM – Free School Meals – from low-income households
· Care Experienced – before 18th birthday

PART 2
· How the Russell Group (RG) use CA

Criteria / look at - 

· geographical disadvantage – focus on areas with low progression into higher education – socio-economic disadvantage
· care experience – emphasis on supporting care leavers and those with care experience 
· FSM – recurring criterion across the RG universities
· special circumstances – recognition of values, personal and socio-economic challenges – eg refugee status / estranged / carers
· outreach programmes participation – value places students gain 

Offers - 

· grade reductions – between 1-3 grades below standard offer (also known as the book offer)
· some courses may not offer grade reductions
· additional consideration of application – could be at interview or during Personal Statement review – could also be across application especially if university does not make reduced offers

Guaranteed interviews – 

· may be combined with, or replace other contextual offers – ie guaranteed interviews AND/OR grade reduction

Support programmes – 

· may offer study modules, events, support and additional consideration for scholarships – eg Access to Leeds programme

Adjusted entry – 

· some specific courses could change entry requirements – at different levels – GCSE / A level changes

EXAMPLES OF CA IN PRACTICE

University of Liverpool
· POLAR Quintile 1 – will be IMD from 2026 – IMD Deciles 1-2
· Care Experienced
· Liverpool Scholars programme – for Merseyside students – up to 2 grade reductions from standard offer - additional consideration and prioritisation if narrowly missed terms for offer – prioritised for admission to foundation programme if made a changed course offer
· Medicine – lower GCSE requirements / possible flexibility on UCAT/MMI performance
· Vet – extra consideration and possible reduced offer / extra consideration during selection for and after interviews 
· Dentistry – extra consideration during selection for and after interviews

University of Sheffield – Access +
· live in neighbourhood with a low rate of participation in higher education
· care experienced
· care leaver (enhanced bursaries)
· estranged from family (as above)
· a carer (as above)
· parenting responsibilities
· FSM
· forced migrant 

Travel bursary – if meet one of those above criteria
Contextual offers – upt to 2 grades below standard A level entry – need to put Sheffield as firm choice with UCAS

Access Live sessions – cover student finance / accommodation etc – expert help and guidance / opportunity to apply for an Access Mentor (summer) / Introduction to SEDI – Student Experience, Diversity and Inclusion Team 

Access to Sheffield (Sustained Programmes) – Year 12 and 13 - 
· 5 pathways – Law / Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences / STEM / Medicine / Dentistry
· 18 months during Year 12 and 13
· Welcome event – degree level subject taster sessions / meet current undergraduates / try out student life
· Commitment to this programme can result in receiving adjusted offer – up to 3 grades lower 

Access to Sheffield and Sutton Trust
· Open to all in UK
· National Summer Schools 
· 4 days / 3 nights
· Need to meet GCSEs and access criteria to be eligible
· Additional support through Year 13

PART 3
Student outcomes / impact of CA
This is good! - graph data shown in webinar
Sheffield
· latest rate of students achieving a 1st / 2:1 grade at degree – 78.1% (qualification at 2021) – the percentage for CA students is 75.3%
Liverpool 
· latest rate of students achieving a 1st/2:1 degree – 49.5 - the percentage for CA students is 50.5%

PART 4
How to support students? -  students will be tagged based on their contextual criteria – schools / students need to look at CA as early as possible and be as transparent as possible too – need to provide evidence when / if think necessary – universities will pick up some at UCAS form stage anyway – such as postcode – but also advised schools / students to contact them to clarify criteria, check personal circumstances etc 

Contacts (during webinar)
· University of Liverpool – Jo McNeill – Fair Access in Admissions Manager – link to contact her in “Contextual Data” section on university website

· University of Sheffield – Damon Ghasemi – 0771-330-4036
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