
COVID catch-up funding statement 2021 

 

Following the impact of the two lockdowns on Caistor Grammar School, we have decided to direct 

our COVID catch-up funding in several ways. During both lockdowns, we kept a close eye on the 

academic progress of our students and, on the whole, we were delighted with their engagement and 

participation in the remote lessons which were provided. Tracking analyses on return has shown that 

academically, most students are making excellent progress and have coped relatively well with the 

remote nature of learning over a large part of the past 14 months. Therefore, we have chosen to spend 

only some of our money on academic support. This will be with a focus on Pupil Premium students, 

something we wish to prioritise going forward through the year 2021-22, so that these students do not 

fall behind their peers. 

Many students found the lockdown period difficult mentally and emotionally, and we have therefore 

invested some of the catch-up money in increased counselling support to combat anxiety about 

COVID and the return to school. This is intended to continue through 2021-22 and beyond as 

required. We have increased our counselling resource by 50%. Other staff have engaged with Level 2 

counselling qualifications. We also intend to publicise more widely our well being provision to staff 

and students. 

We found that several students struggled to access their learning effectively due to poor ICT facilities 

and additionally we believe that investing in ICT facilities will help many individuals to make faster 

progress at School than they would have done without it. We have invested in our ICT wifi and 

hardware infrastructure using some of the money from the COVID catch-up. 

We intend to use some of the money to enhance our provision for transition, providing support for 

Year 11s entering Year 12, and for Year 6 into Year 7, as we acknowledge that the difficulties faced 

over the last 14 months will mean that transition may not be as smooth as it might have been 

otherwise. 

We have also directed resources to the library, expanding our e-book provision for fiction and non-

fiction, including well-being. We will subsidise some team building activities to develop friendships 

amongst students. We will also expand out lunchtime and break time supervision to help with 

identifying students who are displaying emotional or behavioural concerns. 

 


