
Caistor Grammar School 
A Selective Academy 

Church St. Caistor   
Lincolnshire  LN7 6QJ 

Tel. 01472 851250   Fax. 01472 852248 
Headmaster: Alistair Hopkins M.A. (Oxon), M.Ed.   

     
 

Dear Applicant, 
 
Re: Teacher of Geography and History (part-time, one year contract, 0.44 fte) from 
September 1, 2021 (currently £25,714 to £41,604, pro-rata)  
 
Thank you very much for considering making an application to Caistor Grammar School. We are a 
small school with an outstanding record of academic achievement and support for our students. Our 
Progress 8 score for 2019 (the last ‘official’ accountability measure) was 0.64, which placed us in the 
top 10% of schools nationally. At A level, we always feature in the top three and enjoy positive value-
added scores. We were the Sunday Times Parent Power Secondary State School of the Year (East 
Midlands) in 2018 and were named Secondary State School of the Decade (East Midlands) in 
November 2020. As I hope you can see, we live our motto ‘Ever to Excel’. 
 
We are based in the heart of Caistor, a market town standing on the edge of the Lincolnshire Wolds.  
Lincoln is 24 miles to the south and Grimsby 12 miles to the east.  To the north, over the Humber 
Bridge, Hull is about 30 minutes from here and major cities like Doncaster, Sheffield and Leeds can 
be reached easily within an hour and a half along the M180 motorway. Property prices are very 
reasonable compared to other parts of the country, while to the east you can enjoy the delights of the 
coast in resorts to suit everyone’s tastes. 
 
The School is a special, unique place. All staff, teaching, administration and support, work hard to 
ensure that our students receive the best education possible. We number approximately 690 students, 
including 180 in the Sixth Form. We are also proud to be a single academy trust with a very supportive 
parental and governing body. We intend to maintain our independence. 
 
The School was founded in 1631 and the original school room is still in use.  Most of our work, 
however, is done in buildings which were substantially remodelled and extended in the very recent 
past. In 2005, our Manning Building was extensively re-modelled to provide improved 
accommodation for Modern Languages, PE and History.  We also gained an all-weather pitch and a 
new sports pavilion.  The School has new Music facilities and we have extended our science provision 
creating the Olympic Torch Building for the teaching of Physics in 2014. In 2018 our dining hall was 
expanded and remodelled.   
 
We have been actively involved in several partnerships with other Lincolnshire Schools and local 
businesses.  We are a selective school drawing our pupils from the upper 25% of the ability range.  
All our sixth formers are working for three or, in a few cases, four A-levels and nearly all go on to 
either employment, apprenticeships and higher education, including Oxbridge and Russell Group 
universities. Our students are well motivated and, to quote our last inspection, ‘relish their learning.’  
The atmosphere of the School is friendly, purposeful and inclusive.  Colleagues are encouraged to 
develop their own skills and abilities in a supportive environment. 
 



This opportunity arises as both departments are growing their numbers at A level. At this stage, the 
role requires someone to teach across both departments. Experience of teaching either or both 
subjects up to GCSE will be essential. It is possible that the contract may be extended if recruitment 
continues to be successful.  
 
Geography 
 
Geography at Caistor Grammar School is a popular subject with a strong retention of students in 
certificate courses at both GCSE and A level.  Academic results are excellent.  At A-level, 2019 
saw outstanding results of 91% A*-B.  At GCSE, 76% of students achieved grades 9-7.  All 
department colleagues are subject specialists.   
  
At Key Stage 3 we provide all students with a fully resourced, broad curriculum.  We aim to 
develop content which asks students to question the world around them, evaluate geographical 
concepts and justify decisions that they make, taking on increasingly challenging content.   At Key 
Stage 4, we follow the new AQA specification.  At A level we study the linear course. 
 
The School has high academic standards and a variety of teaching strategies are implemented to 
support effective leaning for all levels of ability.  Students are encouraged to take responsibility for 
their own learning and to develop good study skills. 
 
History 
 
History at Caistor Grammar School is a popular subject with a strong retention of students in 
certificate courses at both GCSE and A level.  Academic results are excellent; at A level, 2019 72% 
of students achieved A*-B with several students studying History courses at University and at 
GCSE, 75% of students achieved 9-7. The History Department has experienced, well qualified 
graduates with subject passion; Head of Department, Director of Studies and Head of Sixth Form. 
  
At Key Stage 3, we follow a chronological curriculum of British and wider world history. 
Rigorous breadth and depth enquiry questions help students get better at our developed History 
Standards. Students have opportunities in Years 7-9, to appreciate historical sites, gain first-hand 
experience of handling artefacts and have the expertise of subject specialists. 
 
At Key Stage 4, we follow the AQA specification 8145 and options:	Conflict and Tension: 1918 to 
1939, America: 1920 to 1973: Opportunity and Inequality, Britain: Health and the people: c.1000 
to the present day and Elizabethan England: c1568-1603. We currently have three groups in each 
year group and anticipate three groups in Year 10 in September. 
  
At A level we follow the AQA specification 7042 and options: Industrialisation and the people: 
Britain, c.1783-1885, Revolution and dictatorship: Russia, 1917-1953 and NEA: Russia 1741-
1861 Imperial Russia. We currently have one group in each year group and anticipate two groups 
in Year 12 in September.  
 
How to apply 
 
Please send the completed application form and a letter of application by noon on Friday 30 April, 
2021 to Alistair Hopkins, Headmaster, Caistor Grammar School, Caistor, Lincoln LN7 6QJ or email 
to deborah.craddock@caistorgrammar.com.  
 



Interviews will be held in early May and by no later than Friday 14 May. We reserve the right to see 
exceptional candidates early so please ensure you apply early. You must complete an application 
form for us to consider your application. We strongly encourage a covering letter outlining your 
experience and educational philosophy too.  
 
I hope this information will encourage you to make an application.  We look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
All good wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Alistair Hopkins 
Headmaster 
 
 
April 2021 
 
 


