
Remembering the time I spent listening to Iby Knill 

By Lydia Handsley 

I was one of the lucky group of year 10 pupils who were given the opportunity to speak to Iby Knill in 

a small group discussion. This was a very inspirational experience and many of my questions, which 

had risen from a previous talk by Iby Knill at Beth Shalom, were answered. Iby Knill gave many 

moving and thoughtful answers to the questions which we asked her. She knew how to capture our 

thoughts and emotions as she retold her story as well as answering our queries. Ever since that talk I 

have thought and thought again about what she said. Her words keep coming back to me 

particularly as I hear or read about the trying times that still happen in our world today. 

Among Iby’s many wise words her answer to the question “What do you think about the trial of 

Oscar Groening” has stayed with me ever since. As she had been asked to stand in the trial of Oscar, 

she had looked carefully into what he had done both during the war and what he had done after the 

war. After the war Oscar began to tell everyone what part he had played in the Holocaust and to 

verify that the horrors did indeed happen. I realised that this must have been a very hard thing for 

him to do and took courage. Iby said that the reason why she decided not to stand in his trial was 

because he had not tried to tuck away what he had done but had been upstanding and spoken out. 

What Iby said next is what really struck me, she said that his sentence to 4 years in prison was crazy 

and that instead he should have been sentenced to carry on doing what he had been doing, telling 

the world about the Holocaust.  

Someone asked Iby “Do you believe in God and if so why do you think he allowed the Holocaust to 

happen?” Her answer was “I believe in God and I believe that he is omniscient but not omnipotent.”  

I am a Christian myself and this answer has helped me to understand my own beliefs further. I had 

never thought of God in this way but now I can see how true her answer really is. God allows free 

will, he doesn’t impose his will on us so our choices sometimes are not good. In this sense God 

appears not to be all powerful. But I believe this is only at this time and in a time to come he will 

show his power.  


