


Tack & Tack Room Security
Securing a tack room requires a multi-layered approach combining physical barriers, electronic surveillance, and asset identification. Thieves target tack because it is valuable and easy to sell, so the goal is to make your tack room a hard target. 
Physical Security Measures
· Secure the Structure:
· Doors and Locks: Install high-quality, strong locks (e.g., mortice locks or heavy-duty padlocks with a hasp and staple) on all doors. Ensure hinges are not accessible from the outside. Steel-reinforced doors are highly effective.
· Windows and Skylights: Windows are a common point of entry. Fit metal bars or grilles across all windows and skylights. Ideally, the tack room should have no windows at all if security is the primary concern.
· Walls and Roof: If possible, build or reinforce the tack room with brick or concrete. For wooden structures, line the inside with metal mesh or wooden panels to increase resistance to forced entry.
· Internal Storage:
· Lockable Safes/Cabinets: Store your most valuable items, especially saddles, in a heavy-duty, lockable steel safe or cabinet that is bolted to the floor. A strong padlock on individual lockers within a shared tack room can provide an extra layer of security.
· Concealment: Keep all valuable equipment out of sight from windows or open doors.
· General Organisation: Use sturdy racks, shelving, and plastic containers with lids for general storage to keep the room organised and reduce clutter, which can aid in inventory management. 
Electronic Security and Surveillance
· Alarms: Install a reliable burglar alarm system. Alarms can be traditional loud sirens or systems that send alerts to your phone or a central monitoring station. Post warning signs about the alarm system as a deterrent.
· CCTV and Lighting: Install CCTV cameras in and around the tack room area. Visible cameras act as a deterrent, while hidden cameras can provide useful evidence. Use motion-sensor security lights in dark areas to startle intruders.
· Access Control: Limit access to the tack room to only essential and trusted personnel. Consider using keypad locks or key card systems to track entry. 

Identification and Inventory
· Security Marking/Microchipping: Mark all tack with a unique identifier, such as your postcode, name, or a microchip. This acts as a deterrent and significantly increases the chances of recovery if stolen.
· Maintain an Inventory: Keep a detailed, up-to-date inventory of all equipment, including serial numbers, photographs, and descriptions. Store this information securely, separate from the tack room itself. 
Management Practices
· Vigilance: Always lock the tack room when unoccupied, even if you are just nearby. Be aware of unfamiliar vehicles or people on the property and note their details.
· Insurance: Ensure your tack and equipment are covered by a comprehensive insurance policy. Check the policy for minimum security requirements to ensure compliance and validity of coverage.
· Community Watch: Coordinate with neighbours or join a local "Horse Watch" program to share information and look out for suspicious activity.
· Staff Training: Educate all staff members or yard users on the importance of maintaining security protocols. 
· By implementing these measures, you can create a secure environment that deters thieves and protects your valuable equipment.
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