



Producing a Map of Your Premises
Purpose
A clear, annotated map of the premises is a core requirement under the Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018. It supports licensing inspections, emergency planning, and operational transparency. This map should show all areas used in the course of business, including those relevant to animal welfare, staff safety, and public access.
The map does not need to be to scale, but it must include approximate dimensions and be legible to inspectors and staff. It should be reviewed annually or following any significant change to the layout or use of the site.
Required Features
The following areas must be clearly marked:
· Boundaries: All internal and external fences, walls, and perimeter lines
· Access and Egress Points: Entrances, exits, and emergency escape routes
· Animal Accommodation: Stables, pens, shelters, isolation units
· Exercise Areas: Arenas, paddocks, turnout spaces
· Feed and Tack Storage: Rooms or buildings used for feed, supplements, and equipment
· Fire Safety Equipment: Extinguishers, alarms, fire blankets, fire/smoke detectors
· Medical Equipment and Isolation Facilities: First aid stations, vet kits, isolation stables
· Car Parking: locations and driveways
Additional Recommended Areas
· Staff Welfare Facilities: Including these areas demonstrates compliance with Schedule 2, Condition 10 of the licensing regulations and supports staff wellbeing:
· Staff room or rest area
· Toilet and handwashing facilities
· PPE storage and changing area
· Mental health or debriefing space (if applicable)
· Biosecurity Zones:  Mapping biosecurity zones helps demonstrate proactive disease control:
· Quarantine areas for new arrivals
· Disinfection stations (e.g. boot dips, hand sanitiser points)
· Waste storage (e.g. muck heap, clinical waste bins)
· Rodent control points (e.g. bait stations)
Production of Maps
To ensure all staff can contribute to or produce a map, the following methods are recommended:
· Hand-Drawn Maps
· Use A3 graph paper to help with proportions
· Colour-code areas (e.g. red for fire exits, green for turnout)
· Include a simple key and compass direction
· Printed Aerial Images
· Print a satellite view from Google Maps or similar
· Overlay tracing paper to mark features
· Annotate with pens or stickers
· Premises Map Template
· Provide a blank layout with prompts for each required area
· Include a checklist to ensure completeness
· Offer example maps for reference
· Collaborative Mapping Sessions
· Conduct walk-throughs with staff to identify features
· Use a whiteboard or flipchart to sketch together
· Assign one person to finalise the map based on group input
· Photographic Supplement
· Take labelled photos of key areas
· Attach to the map or store in a digital folder for inspectors
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