Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Policy
1. Purpose
To ensure all staff, clients, and visitors use appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to reduce the risk of injury during riding, yard operations, and when using specialist equipment.
2. Scope
Applies to:
· Staff (employees, freelancers, volunteers) 
· Clients (riders and participants) 
· Visitors where relevant 
Covers:
· Riding activities 
· Yard duties and horse handling 
· Use of specialist equipment 
3. Key Principles
· PPE is the last line of defence and supports safe systems of work 
· PPE must be: 
· Suitable for the task 
· Correctly fitted 
· Maintained and in good condition 
· No PPE = no activity (where mandatory) 
4. Responsibilities
4.1 Yard Owner / Manager
· Ensure PPE requirements are defined and implemented 
· Provide PPE for staff where required 
· Ensure riding hats provided by the school meet current safety standards and are managed in line with this policy 
· Monitor compliance 
4.2 Staff
· Wear required PPE at all times 
· Check PPE before use 
· Report defects or damage 
· Ensure clients comply with PPE requirements 
4.3 Clients / Riders
· Must wear required PPE for riding 
· Must follow staff instruction 
· Are responsible for correct fit of personal PPE (unless provided by the riding school) 
5. PPE Requirements by Activity
5.1 Riding Activities (Mandatory PPE)
Minimum Requirements
· Riding hat (helmet):
· Must meet current recognised safety standards (e.g. PAS 015, VG1, ASTM) 
· Must be correctly fitted and fastened 
· Suitable footwear:
· Riding boots with a defined heel 
· Smooth sole (no heavy tread)
Riding Hats (School-Provided)
Where riding hats are provided by the riding school:
· Hats must meet current recognised safety standards and be clearly labelled 
· Hats must be worn and correctly fastened at all times when mounted 
· Hats must be checked for correct fit before use 
· Hats must be clean, hygienic, and fit for purpose 
· Hats must be stored in a clean, dry environment to prevent damage 
· Hats must be subject to regular recorded safety checks 
· Any hat that is: 
· Damaged 
· Involved in a fall 
· No longer compliant
must be immediately removed from use 
Additional (Risk-Based)
· Body protectors (required for jumping, cross-country, and as determined by risk assessment) 
· Gloves (recommended) 
· High-visibility clothing when working near roads or hacking out 
· Hair secured; no loose clothing 
5.2 Yard Work & Horse Handling
Minimum Requirements
· Sturdy footwear (preferably steel toe-capped) 
· Gloves when handling horses or equipment 

Risk-Based PPE
· Helmet when handling young, difficult, or unfamiliar horses 
· Weather-appropriate clothing 
5.3 Specialist Equipment & Higher-Risk Activities
Where specialist equipment is used:
· PPE must be task-specific and may include: 
· Eye protection 
· Hearing protection 
· Protective gloves 
· Safety helmets 
· Protective clothing 
Requirements:
· Only trained/authorised persons may use equipment 
· Manufacturer’s instructions must be followed 
· Risk assessments must define PPE requirements 
6. PPE Standards and Maintenance
· PPE must meet relevant safety standards 
· PPE must be inspected regularly and maintained 
· Damaged or worn PPE must be replaced 
Riding hats:
· Must be checked routinely and through formal recorded inspections 
· Must be replaced after impact or if damaged 
7. Storage and Hygiene
· PPE must be stored in a clean, dry condition 
· Shared PPE must be kept hygienic and cleaned between users where appropriate 
8. Non-Compliance
· Staff: may result in disciplinary action 
· Clients: will not be permitted to participate 
9. Risk Assessment Link
· PPE requirements must be identified through risk assessment 
· PPE must reflect: 
· Level of risk 
· Activity type 
· Competence of the individual 

10. Training
Staff must be trained in:
· Correct use and fitting of PPE 
· Checking PPE condition 
· Enforcing PPE requirements

2

