Pasture Management Plan
1. Purpose
This policy sets out how pasture and turnout areas are managed to maintain pasture and soil health, support horse welfare, and ensure safe, secure turnout environments. It forms part of the riding school’s overall management system and supports compliance with licensing requirements.
2. Related Documents
This policy should be read in conjunction with:
· Site Plan
· Site Inspection and Maintenance Log Book
· Parasite Control Plan
· Feeding and Body Condition Monitoring procedures
3. Scope
Applies to all turnout and grazing land including paddocks, rested areas, gateways, shelters, fencing, and water supply.
4. Responsibilities
The Yard Manager (or nominated responsible person) is responsible for implementing this policy, ensuring inspections are carried out, and actions are completed.
All staff must report hazards, damage, or concerns promptly and follow turnout procedures.
5. Key Principles
· Maintain safe, secure turnout areas
· Protect pasture from overgrazing and damage
· Match grazing to horse needs
· Use rotation where possible
· Monitor seasonal risks
· Support parasite control through pasture management
6. Routine Pasture Management
6.1 Daily Checks (Critical Welfare & Security)
All fields in use must be checked daily. These checks are critical to horse welfare and safety.
Checks include:
· Water supply: clean, accessible, not empty, frozen, or leaking
· Fencing: intact, secure, no breaks or hazards
· Gates: closed, secure, functioning
· Immediate hazards: debris, holes, dangerous objects
· Ground safety: no dangerous conditions such as flooding or severe poaching
Daily checks do not require recording unless an issue is identified. All issues must be recorded and actioned.
6.2 Weekly Checks (Condition Monitoring)
Weekly inspections assess condition trends and emerging risks:
· Pasture condition (grass cover, overgrazing)
· Weed presence and toxic plants
· Dangerous objects
· Ground condition
· Field shelter condition
· Wear in high traffic areas
Field shelters must be maintained in a safe condition, with no sharp edges, projections, or defects that could cause injury to a horse.
6.3 Monthly Management Actions
Monthly management includes:
· Grazing rotation review and adjustment
· Fence and gate repairs
· Water trough cleaning
· Assessment for reseeding or weed control
· Management of gateways and high-wear areas
7. Seasonal Management
The seasonal management outlined in this section constitutes the riding school’s annual pasture management plan.
Spring:
· Gradual introduction of stabled horses to grazing
· Weed control and reseeding
· Repair winter damage
Summer:
· Prevent overgrazing
· Maintain water supply
· Control weeds
Autumn:
· Prepare for wet conditions
· Repair infrastructure
Winter:
· Prevent poaching
· Monitor water (freezing)
· Maintain safe access
8. Field Infrastructure
Fencing, gates, water supply, and shelters must be maintained in a safe and functional condition. Defects must be recorded in the Site Inspection and Maintenance Log Book and rectified promptly. 
Fencing must be of a suitable type, clearly visible to horses, and maintained at an appropriate height (generally a minimum of 1.25m) to ensure safe containment.
Acceptable fencing types include post and rail, well-maintained hedging, appropriately installed electric fencing, or wire fencing that is clearly visible to horses.
9. Horse Health and Welfare
Pasture management supports welfare by:
· Managing grazing to reduce laminitis risk
· Supporting parasite control
· Ensuring safe turnout conditions
· Supporting appropriate nutrition
10. Recording and Monitoring
Defects, hazards, and actions must be recorded in the Site Inspection and Maintenance Log Book and tracked to completion.
Key principle: Daily and weekly routine checks are not recorded unless an issue is identified.  Monthly checks will be recorded. All issues must be actioned.
11. Proportionality
The level of management is proportionate to the size and nature of the riding school. All establishments must maintain safe fields, adequate water, and appropriate grazing management.
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