Horse Transport Procedure
Introduction
Horses may need to be transported on public highways, in either a horsebox or trailer, for veterinary care, events, or other reasons. This procedure ensures that both the horse and travelling staff remain safe.  This procedure applies only to journeys within the UK of under 65 km and less than 8 hours duration.
Transporting horses to or from veterinary care under veterinary advice, or between grazing areas, is not considered a commercial activity. However, if horses are moved for payment (e.g. to events), this is a commercial activity and additional requirements apply.
The term ‘Yard Manager’ refers to the Licensee of a Council Licensed Riding Establishment or a suitably skilled and experienced person appointed by the Licensee.
Responsibilities
When horses require transport, the Yard Manager must nominate a competent individual responsible for the safe transportation of the horses and any accompanying staff. The individual responsible must ensure that the horsebox or trailer is used only if:
It is not overloaded.
It has had regular safety checks.
The driver holds the correct licence for the weight and type of vehicle.
The Rules of Animal Welfare are fully complied with.
Weights
Before use, the Yard Manager and responsible individual must confirm that the combined weight of horses, people, equipment, feed, water, and fuel does not exceed the legal payload.
Horsebox: The Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW) is the legal maximum a vehicle can carry, found on the VIN plate. Weigh the horsebox empty at a public weighbridge (https://www.gov.uk/find-weighbridge) and keep the certificate. Subtract the unladen weight from the GVW to determine maximum payload.
Trailer: The total loaded weight (trailer + horses + equipment + feed/water) must not exceed the towing vehicle’s maximum towing capacity (MTC). Check the trailer’s VIN plate for Gross Vehicle Carrying Capacity (Max GVCC) and Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR). The maximum load is the Max GVCC minus the GVWR.
Servicing
Horseboxes and trailers must be checked and serviced annually by a qualified mechanic.
Horseboxes should have a valid MOT and follow manufacturer servicing schedules.
Trailers must be serviced at least annually.
Pre-Use Safety Checks
Before each journey, the competent individual must perform a safety check.
For horseboxes, follow the HGV Walkaround Check (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/carry-out-daily-heavy-goods-vehicle-hgv-walkaround-checks).
For trailers, follow the trailer safety checklist (https://www.gov.uk/guidance/tow-a-trailer-with-a-car-safety-checks).
Check stalls, partitions, breast bars, and ramps.
Ensure the vehicle is clean, disinfected, and safe for horses.
Driving Licence 
Ensure the driver has the correct licence entitlement (https://www.gov.uk/driving-licence-categories).
Insurance
Ensure the horsebox or towing vehicle has valid insurance and the driver is covered.
Confirm that breakdown recovery includes horse recovery.
Personal and Horse Equipment
Grooms should wear:
Riding hat (chin strap secured).
Sturdy footwear.
Gloves.
Horses should wear:
Headcollar.
Travel boots.
Tail bandage or guard (unless advised otherwise by a vet).
Travel rug (weather dependent).
Equipment to bring:
Equine and human first aid kits.
Fire extinguisher.
Toolkit.
Warning triangles.
High-vis vest.
Tow rope.
Torch.
Mucking-out tools and a manure bag or trug.
Water carrier and bucket (20–45L per day, depending on breed/size).
Feed and forage for the journey (e.g. haynet, spare hay/haylage).
Loading and Unloading
Only transport horses that are fit to travel, unless under veterinary instruction. Seek veterinary advice if unsure.
Stand to one side when lowering ramps.
Open front ramps (if fitted) to make loading more inviting.
Unlock jockey doors for safe exit in emergencies.
Check stalls, partitions, and breast bars are secure and at the correct height.
Open partitions for more space if needed.
Use absorbent bedding for comfort and to soak up urine.
Consider a bridle over a headcollar for extra control (remove before travel).
Walk calmly up the ramp, maintaining a short but relaxed lead rope.
Tie the horse using a quick-release knot, ensuring it cannot duck under the bar.
Ensure adequate ventilation and that all doors/ramps are securely closed before departure.
Horse Welfare During Transport
Plan and keep the journey as short as possible (max 8 hours).
Provide feed and water at regular intervals.
Check horses regularly during the journey.
Use calm, competent handlers and avoid methods causing fear or pain.
Have a contingency plan if the journey must be stopped.
Do not travel if the feels-like temperature exceeds 30°C (except for emergencies).
In hot weather:
Travel early morning or overnight.
Park in shade during stops.
Check horses frequently for heat stress.
In cold weather:
Watch for hypothermia.
Ensure bedding is deep enough to provide insulation.
If a horse shows severe stress, stop immediately and seek veterinary advice.
Documents to Carry
Horse passports.
Breakdown cover details.
Journey Log, that records departure and arrival times, route taken, rest stops, and feeding/watering intervals.
After the Journey
Remove droppings, urine, bedding, and debris, and allow the floor to dry.
Disinfect according to the yard biosecurity procedure.
Report and repair any defects before next use.
Store passports and documents securely.
Commercial Transport – Additional Requirements
For journeys over 65 km (up to 8 hours) as part of a business, a Type 1 Animal Transporter Authorisation is required.
Obtain a Certificate of Competence (e.g. LANTRA-approved training and assessment).
Contact the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA) Welfare in Transport team: wit@apha.gov.uk or call 03000 200 301 (option 4 → 3 → 5).
Submit the application form by post, email, or fax.
Renew every five years.
Additional considerations:
Vehicle inspection and approval may be required.
A HGV licence is needed for horseboxes over 3,500 kg MAM, possibly including Driver CPC tests.
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