[bookmark: Horse_Assessment_Form]    Horse Assessment Form
[bookmark: Horse_Details]Section 1 - Horse Details
Horse Name: 	 Colour: 	 Height: 	





Age: 		 Sex: 		 


2

   Date joined Equestrian Centre: 			Date listed on LA License: 	                                              
[bookmark: History_of_Horse*]History of Horse*

[bookmark: Suitability_of_Use]Section 2 - Baseline Behaviour and Condition
On Yard (temperament and handling):

Under Saddle (responsiveness, behaviour):

Section 3 – Risks Assessment
3A – Welfare and Health Risks
	Risk
	Level 
(L/M/H)
	Control Measure
	Monitoring

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3B – Behavioural Risks
	Risk
	Level 
(L/M/H)
	Control Measure
	Monitoring

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3C – Ridden Risks
	Risk
	Level 
(L/M/H)
	Control Measure
	Monitoring

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3D – Suitability Risks
	Risk
	Level 
(L/M/H)
	Control Measure
	Monitoring

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3E – Environmental/Management Risks
	Risk
	Level 
(L/M/H)
	Control Measure
	Monitoring

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Section 4 – Rider Suitability of Use
[bookmark: Suitability_for_type_of_rider:_Suitabili]Maximum Carrying Weight: 	 	Maximum Height of Rider (if applicable): 	                              
Suitability for type of rider:	Suitability for the following:
Beginner	[image: ]	Children
Novice	[image: ]	Disabled riders
Intermediate	[image: ]	Use amongst other horses
Advanced

[bookmark: Is_the_horse_suitable_for_the_following_]Is the horse suitable for the following activities?
Flatwork lesson	[image: ]	Trekking/hacking off road
Jumping lesson	[image: ]	Hacking on roads
Lunge lesson	[image: ]	Cross-country
Lead rein lesson	[image: ]	Other activity: 	
[bookmark: Special_precautions_or_procedures_to_ado]Section 5 – Key Control Summary
Special precautions or procedures to adopt when riding or handling this horse:

[bookmark: Specific_tack_requirements_(above_basic_]Specific tack requirements (above basic tack) to be used when riding this horse:


Section 6 – Approval
Assessed by(Name): 	On (Date): 	
Agreed by (Name): 	On (Date): 	
Signature: 	
Section 7 – Review
Review Date:
Reviewed By:
Review Date:
Reviewed By:
Review Date:
Reviewed By:
(*Horse should be assessed on joining a riding centre or on return to work following injury or other event) (Retain this and previous forms within horse record)
(Document should be signed by Licensee or person approved by Licensee (for example, Yard Manager)

This form is used to assess each horse holistically by identifying risks relating to welfare, behaviour, handling, and ridden work. Complete the baseline sections using your knowledge of the horse, then record specific risks under each category, assigning a simple level (e.g. Low/Medium/High). For each identified risk, define clear control measures that staff must follow and specify what should be monitored.
Examples of control measures include: restricting the horse to suitable rider levels, using experienced handlers only, adjusting workload, avoiding certain activities (e.g. no jumping), modifying turnout or feeding routines, or using specific handling approaches.
Monitoring may include observing changes in behaviour (e.g. increased anxiety, aggression, or withdrawal), performance under saddle, appetite, body condition, or responses to handling and routine.
This is a working document—behaviour and condition must be observed routinely, and any changes recorded and reviewed. Where adverse or abnormal behaviour is identified, action must be taken promptly, including adjusting management, training, or seeking professional advice as required.
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